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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact: Nathalie Guillaume

Phone:              305.879.2902

Email:               thebackyardshow@gmail.com
ZAKAFEST PROMISES TO BRING HAITIAN CULTURE TO LIFE DURING WEEK-END LONG EXTRAVAGANZA

The City of North Miami’s signature cultural event in its first exciting year.-
North Miami, Fl- The City of North Miami in collaboration with The Backyard Movement, Inc bring you a cultural extravaganza from May1st 2008 - May4th 2008 where you can discover the very essence of the first Black republic to début Haitian Cultural Heritage Moth. 

Rich in performing arts and academic breakthroughs, Haiti is a mystical land that nurtured the emancipation of many powerful icons thanks to its exotic beauty and strong influences from African traditions. Frederick Douglass was minister-resident and consul-general to the Republic of Haiti, Zora Neale Hurston wrote Their Eyes Were Watching God in seven weeks while in Haiti, Wade Davis, a Canadian ethno-botanist, presented groundbreaking pharmacological findings while doing research in Haiti. Countless other artists, scientists, performers and philosophers have turned to Haiti for inspiration of freedom and it is needless to mention that an event like this will attract more lovers to the nation’s flamboyant nature. 

In that optic, ZAKAFEST bridges the academia to the entertainment through art exhibits, panel discussions, concert series, youth activities, just to name these few, offering something for all tastes, ages and backgrounds.  

The event will kick ok on Thursday May1st from 6-9PM at the North Miami Public Library with an exhibit featuring the photography of Noelle Theard, the art students of North Miami Senior High School and a presentation by Rural Haiti Project general director James-Herve Sabin. On May 2nd, same time same place, there will be a panel discussion on the genealogy of Haitian music featuring the in depth research of University of Miami School of Music professor, Fred Wickstrom. Starting at 11AM on May 3rd, the Museum of Contemporary Art will host a creative arts workshop in honor of Tiga’s five elements theory, followed by the book signing of a newly published collection featuring his lifetime achievements with the late legend’s daughter, Pascale Garoute.

On that evening, Barchetta on the Bay will be the location for The Backyard Show-Season II fundraising gala where legendary Haitian roots musicians Sanba Zao, Azaka, Simido of Mozayik, and a long waited Foula Jazz reunion will electrify the public from 10-3AM at this beautiful bayside venue, in support of Miami’s hottest cultural television program highlighting the Haitian community. Many other famous performing arts figures that featured on the first season will also be present to celebrate the show’s very first anniversary. The next day, May 4th, the Museum of Contemporary Art Plaza will be the location of the first annual ZAKAFEST, scheduled from 2-10PMcelebrating the talented youth of North Miami with an outdoor expo featuring Haitian music, theatre, art, dance, cuisine, drumming, wellness and plenty of children’s activities.

More than just an occasion to see performances, ZAKAFEST will bring authentic Haitian artifacts, clothes, jewelry, handbags, collectibles and more to the City of North Miami in celebration of Work and Agriculture, traditionally celebrated on May 1st in Haiti among other nations that observe this holiday. Vendors from Haiti will participate in an open market on Sunday, May4th 2008 guaranteeing the audience a chance to take some handmade goodies back home in memory of the fun filled weekend. 

An integral part of the City of North Miami’s campaign to reducing teen violence, getting more immigrant parents involved in their youngster’s scholastic life, and offering more students a chance to actively take part in the performing arts, ZAKAFEST promises to be an international known cultural affair. Creole music of New Orleans Jazz being closer in style and rhythm to the rural music of Haiti and other French colonies, ZAKAFEST will remind of the streets of Mardis-Gras, attracting followers from all walks of life to soak in the goodness of spring harvest with Haitian culture. 

For more information on this event, log on www.thebackyardshow.net or contact Nadine Djingha at 786.348.3366 for vending opportunities. 

All media representatives must attend the press conference on Thurdsday, May 1st 2008 from 4:00 PM-5:30 PM at the North Miami Public Library in order to pick up press credentials for the week-end festivities. 

Please e-mail thebackyardshow@gmail.com or call 305.879.2902 to RSVP no later than Monday, April 28th 2008.
About the City of North Miami and Haitian immigrants

Haitians started immigrating to the United States in the early 1800s, but did not receive much attention until the 1950s and early 1960s when Haitian immigration to the U.S. began to increase visibly. For example, the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service reported that between 1931 and 1940, there were only 191 legal Haitian immigrants. In contrast, between 1961 and 1970, there were 34,499 legal Haitian immigrants (it is important to note that there are no numbers of Haitian immigrants before 1932 because Haitians were classified as Caribbean immigrants). 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 4.2% of the Miami-Dade County population was Haitian in 2000, making them the second largest immigrant group (after Cubans) in the county. As of 2000, residents who spoke English as a mother tongue were 35.49% of the population, while French Creole made up 33.28%, Spanish was at 24.88%, and French accounted for 2.69% of the population. As of 2000, North Miami had the second highest percentage of Haitian residents in the US, with 33% of the US populace.

About the Artists

Noelle Theard: A Miami based photojournalist trained in France, this young women has a passion for subcultures as she captures their natural manifestations through her abstract lens. With a portfolio of clients ranging from the Miami Herald, Times Magazine and Urban America just to name these few, Noelle has traveled the world from Johannesburg to Bogota researching core Hip Hop elements in the African Diaspora. Her applauded commercial work can be seen in wireless company-Voila’s widely popular “Family in the 509” campaign.

James Herve Sabin: This well achieved New York based architect is the general director of Rural Haiti Project, an innovative youth development program concentrating on ecological actions in the outskirts of Haiti. His group regularly holds interactive workshops in several Haitian provinces where the attending children explicitly create and learn. He has been the curator for many exhibits featuring the children’s work in all types of mediums showcasing their love for nature in their environments.  

Fred Wickstrom: Founder of a comprehensive Percussion Program at the University of Miami, this ethno-musicology guru has brought the excitement of traditional rhythms in the classroom via his interactive courses highlighting the multicultural heritage of South Florida. His strong research interest in

Afro/Caribbean music has lead him to many foreign lands, including Haiti’s unique sounds by way of Rara that he lectures with charisma demonstrating exclusive videos, songs and documentaries.

Tiga (1935-2006): One of the most well known Haitian artists around the world, born Jean-Claude Garoute is the mastermind of the Saint-Soleil Movement, empowering the peasant community of Haiti with art in all forms. His artistic philosophy rotates around the drum, ink, colors, clay and stone as mediums of pure expression. His featured publication endorsed by the French government captures his lifetime achievements from his first canvas to the hundreds of journals he avidly wrote while on his deathbed in Fort Lauderdale, next to his devoted daughter Pascale “Kafe” Garoute.  

Sanba Zao: Born Louis Lesly Marcelin, this musical powerhouse is the man behind the Sanba Movement, drawing upon global trends in black power as a prominent form of rural life in Haiti. The founder of numerous local roots band, he has been touring since the early 1970’s demonstrating the power of Haitian sacred rhythms and dance. Currently a percussion professor and researcher at Ecole Nationale des Arts, this multitalented performer is finalizing his Haitian Percussion Method, available for the world to learn the authentic melodies of the lakou. 

Azaka: Composed of seven members including the three Sanon brothers, Harry “Ayizan”, Gregory “Azouke” and Jude “Yatande” form a charming trio of vocals, chords and percussions implanted in very essence of the Sanba Movement. Well traveled from Japan to Holland, this trio brings a blend of Afro-Pop and Haitian traditional music mixed with emotional poetic lyrics and astoundingly modern improvisations. They currently work with a wide range of international performers both in the dance and musical genus in their New York based studio.

Simido: Presently one of the top Haitian drummers in the industry, Marcus Schrwatz is by no means born nor raised in Haiti. This Denmark native fell in love with the nation’s extensive rhythms while specializing in Latin Percussions in college and has since then traveled back and forth learning more about Haiti’s rich heritage. The maestro of Afro-Haitian jazz band Mozayik, Simido is fluent in Creole and currently holds one of the largest collections of Haitian drums in his Brooklyn based studio. Also a dynamic vocalist, his distinct talents are a living statement of Haiti’s intoxicating one of a kind culture. 

Foula Jazz: Formed in the late 1980’s by Tido Lavaud (lead vocal/guitar) and Chico Boyer (bass), this band can be defined as a hidden treasure in the world jazz genre, shining a powerful burst of light with its harmonically complex approach. Also composed of Turgo Theodat (saxophone), Bonga Jean-Baptiste (drums) and Jean Raymond Giglio (drums), this alluring quintet represents the diverse soundtrack to Haitian folk life. With comical lyrics, funky jazz passages and energetic drum solos, the members of Foula Jazz symbolize the international reference of Afro-Haitian jazz and will once again prove themselves after over 10 years of separation, as a precious asset to the Haitian Traditional Music portfolio. 
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